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Abstract

Purpose: In recent years, the behavioral policymaking model has emerged as one
of the approaches employed in the policy process. Formulated through the
application of insights derived from various branches of psychology and the
behavioral sciences, this model has been subject to diverse criticisms. These
include objections regarding the state’s interventionist approach and its
paternalistic stance toward the personal lives of citizens, as well as challenges
inherent to behavioral mechanisms—issues that, among other things, pose a threat
to individual growth and human dignity.

Methodology: In this article, a comprehensive overview of the ethical criticisms
and challenges directed at the behavioral policymaking approach is first
presented; subsequently, employing the methodology of “implication research"
(dalalat-pazhuhi), context-specific responses to these challenges are derived from
the thought of Ayatollah Mesbah Yazdi .

Findings: Based on these implications, the feasibility and scope of employing
behavioral policymaking—grounded in the foundations of Islamic ethics—have
been formulated.

Research limitations: Based on these implications, the government must—
through interventions, preparations, encouragement, the creation of necessary
conditions, and the imposition of requisite limitations—facilitate the possibility
and circumstances for all members of society to attain the aforementioned goal,
thereby laying the groundwork for the most complete fulfillment of the Divine
right.
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